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British Efforts for Peace
The British Government, meanwhile, being unaware of this turn of events, was taking advantage of what seemed to be the more favourable atmosphere to improve its relations with Germany. The Haldane Mission in January, 1912—the last of the many efforts to come to terms on the naval competition—had broken down on the old obstacle of the " political equivalent" demanded by the Germans, which appeared to the British Government to be nothing less than the abandonment of the French and Russian Ententes; and the Kaiser had contemptuously rejected Mr. Winston Churchill's idea of a " ~ival holiday," i.e. the cessation of ship-building for a period 'ear. But British Ministers hoped that relations might still be improved, if the area of controversy were shifted, and they succeeded in removing the numerous causes of friction between Britain and Germany in their colonial and oversea relations. All through the winter months and the spring of 1914 the German Ambassador and his colleagues in London worked out the details with British Ministers, and arrived finally at a friendly settlement of the thorny question of die Bagdad Railway and various other questions touching the colonies of the two countries in Central Africa. The agreement was completed and only not published because of a difference about the form of publication which had not been settled, when the war broke out. But as between Britain and Germany alone, the atmosphere had seldom seemed more favourable than in the early months of 1914. The German Ambassador, Lichnowsky, was a warm friend of Great Britain who was visibly working for peace; British Ministers were relieved and thankful at last to have discovered ground on which they could work amicably with the Germans.
The Unrest in Europe
But the unrest in Europe continued unabated in these months, ancl the arms competition was at fever pitch. The Germans had not only added largely to their army, but raised a capital levy of £50,0^0,000 wMch due French interpreted as a specially ominous sign that they were on the war-path. Russia had raised a large loan, was reorganise^ her Black Sea fleet, and had plans
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